Eſpeciall, 
Direfted to &Þ 


| By alover thercot,a fo, T Peak 
Chriitians, - &s. 


| y Ezra. 9. $3, 14. 0 
Ana” after all that '« come 791 ur for our 
evill ated, and for mr g1 «47 treſpaſs, ferimg 
that thow Sur God haft puniſhed us leſs chan 
onr m:quities de ſerme,, and baſt g:ven ms ſuch 
| del{tber. MCe as IO, . 
' Should we agdin bre krrby Commandments, 
| and joyn 1 in afficaty with tre 5»apl of the; e abg- 
mikations ? wouldeſt wot thou be augry with 
»s, Hill thoa badjt £0:{uxzc d a5, {o trat there 
[hoa4ld be no remnant nar eſcaping ? 
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WIS Hiſorver might be the infirus 
FF mental, yec there is not (I pre- 
37; ume) any among us fo void 

UE iy of reaſon, or Religion bur will 
DT cknowledg, thac the Great 
God of Heaven and Earth, the judge of the 
whole World being p: ovoked by che multiy, 
tude and greatneſs of our iniquities, was the 
principal efficient cauſe, both of the begin- 


ning and continuance of chat dreadful Fire,-. 
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M30: þ Y . 4 11d be 
ent, of ajilw:g&, vl 1: 
rhe chiefeſt, auy ;erel? 
20u*, 20.1 Alouriſhing Ct- 

Fe (t]} Dreak the Cam» 
"1,412? would ne not (as 
121d ro the Jews, at the 
; "Temp! e and |ernuſalens 
che, 15) J anvry with us _ he 
had i oi) u, (and: ir City: ) fo 
eb1: there thoujo be 50 rembant,no Ha Gp 
Fr, (hall we nor tulorye, ana May WE NOL 
| juttly expect. tot 33 rac puntihment of the 
1Niquity of jeraſel i was greaier, than the 
puniihme: nt tf che hncf Sodow : So rhe pu- 
ni mn of the wickedneſs, of our rebut. 
Le a-: hould be greater, than ihe puntſh- 
mer of the ?n1Qu! y notorly of the former, 
but z1.oof the litter Jeruſalem, which was 
_ utterly demo! fhed,fotharthere was norem- 
nant, nor elczping ? andif fo, than what per- 
ſon, that b1t5 but the leaft ſpark of Reaſon, 
doch no: plainlyſee, char for onr future ſecu- 
ricy, we ought ro be farr more concerned It: 
the new modelling of our lives, than our Ci- 
ty ? and chai we ſhould be ta:r more careful, 
thar this later City ſheuld exceed the for- 


3't 
Mer, 11 pious th Retirous inhabitants, than 
in 


,, Mea: to p 
- Fecure, 2nd ſumpruou, —_—_ 
"hat perſon acquainted' & {r 91h Joh. 

© Reaſon, Or COMmMmon 'Wenenccs {ot 7 
4or Mantfeiily fee an impoihi' tin, of pg» 
moting Piety in our Cicy or «(£9.19 
leſs the whole worſhip of God ' wuic! 


tits nor only in Prayers, bv #2. "16 
and reading the holy Scriptures, #© in re- - 
ceiving the holy Sacraments) t ; md 
conſtanc!ly obſerved by us ? 

Wherefore in the name of. «. 5 ail 


that in the leaft detire the furuce welfare, 
and profpericy of our New Londen, and the 
Inhav!rants@creo!?, and that have any nopes 
afrerchis life,to be made free Denizens of 
the New fernſalem whichis from above: be 
exhorced and perſwaded with all conftancy, 
for tne future, ſeriouſly, and ſolemnly to 
Perform all choſe holy duties, which God re- 
quirech of us, either in Publick or Private, 
And in the firtt place, Let us begin with the 
Dury of Prayer, Twice every day ar lealt, 
Wi:h all decent humilicy and revecence,mak- 
187 our aldreſſes roths Throne of Grace, 
:cher in our own Pacriſh-Churches, or elſe 18 
our private Familtes, or Cloſers, wherein ( as 
weil a8. in our Churches, ) without doudt, 
forms are farr niore convenient and neceſia» 
ry for u*,than Exrempory Prayers,and for out 
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ordinary wc. can be more ſuitabi%;t. 
our Publick 4 yes. 

As for thoi... that are avant the admit” 
of Formes in general, or pur Pudlick. 

19 particul ir into Families or Cloſecs, | ſhall 
dehr2 chem ro conſider ; Thar 1f they be 
a;,ainit che admicting of Forms in general, 

x inalt *.., either by reaſon of the good con- 
celrtn-, Have of their own, and all other 

Peopvs aility to perfores this weighty Duty 
ex tempore , Of ele by reaſon of the 11] opinion 
eacy hive of Forms themſelves ; 

It by reaſon of their own, and other Peo- 
ples abilicy, 1 ſhall beſeech them ſeriouſly to 
Conſider, 1. Thatthe D::ciples may be pre- 
\umed to have had as good abilicies, as they ; 
and vert they defiregto be e2u2hrtopray, (as 
St. Jobs's Dilciples were before them) and 
our Nour thought g00d to reach them, 
not only the manner NOW £0 pray. ,buc alſo che 
expreſs words, and phraſes cf a Prayerwhich 
he compoſed, notonly for rheir uſe 1n Piib- 
lique, br alſo for their Piivace uſe in their 
Cloſets, tht ther alſo they mighr avoid 
Batcology, St, Mat, 6.6, 

And our $2viour himir!f praying alone uſed 
Thrice rhe {xm E Wages, And a as 1ear h 
DLOUF, 30th Via 
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Chi jan "World knew, h 0 athed, 

weuſed ſer Forms of Pray, and Mave ;e- 
Fr”, 
$4 )LBir Chriſtian Brethr Ee! as We 1” «ined, 
as uniearned; 1:1 P;ivate £3 well as = es 
lique, | 

2/3. I ſhall deſire them ſerioufly eo Eo6- 
fider, whar obſo;ece, lofty, obſcure, and 
ſomerimes ridiculous words, and phraſes ; 
What incongruous and 1mp:rtinent ſence, if 
not non-ſence, yea, and ſometimes ſeditious 
and finful pzcitions have been heard even 
from choſe, chat have been ccunted oifced 
extemporilis; How ofren they have been 
{ubj2R to miltakes, Or non- pluſſ2s,cicher pal- 
pable or leſs obſervavle 3 whoſe hiatus's have 
been filled up with x mulcirude of vain auto - 
logies, which (though to [ome etther nor un- 

erſtanding, or not obſerving their le iecy.ooy 
mighr ſ2em to be the fervent ejaculations of a 
devout $; irir, yer,) have been very little or 
nothing ar all taken nOUCE of by the exten 
po: iis, whoſe thoughts have all thar wb te 
heen earneſtly uſed, _ 10 recove: Ing 
what chey have loft, or 11 purſuing after ſome 
rew matter for the fo on of ihe! 
Prayers z How many by reaſon of the __ 
tirnde of diſaiters which they | have known to 
befal extemporiſts, have with very much uns 
willingneſs, 
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 tendynd them as afful"h NECe lx yto, 
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Fit Pa 
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williogn®ls, refuctancy beeBitrodghe to, 
beg'13, and 2, -.pey have begun, have been * 
potle. t Wh (fer anlck fears, thac inftead of 
being devour, 994 ious,cicher Wich an heatc= 
leſs, and ſenſi; trembling, and much 
difficulty rhey have approached, or with an 
inconfidetace,and rifh precipicancy they have 
poſted ro their much defir2d conclution, ſcarce 
remembring how th:y b:can, went on, or 
came thither ; yea,they have profeſied after- 
Wards, taar they wzre glad, init 21 pain 
yas Over, and that ney eſcaped ſo weil; is 
rac this baly dury whicN (hou! ! he perfor: 
med with the 2reat:{t delight,is by oh15 menus 
22come a grear burchen, and pain! 
[ Obs how many even of thoſe, WI1'ch by 

x: dt NODE, 2n{ long pratice,have OVEr= 
com? molt, or { it it be podidle } all of ciiele 
&1-ulties 'eiche; by ſeeking varlety of words 
rae had 10Ww, 09 avoid rae ſul, pition of a for- 
mutt, have been forc'r trotake leis novice of 
£512 mdttis?; wh'ch is ihe ſubſtance or Prayer; 
0: C'ie,”y too high concelts of roaetr own AT 
[:es, b: foud che ce} of rhe Brechren, have 

poll 10:k chemſelves, and rncir Prayers 
| 1157 oy to God. bur aifo to the! aus 
Fa 273; when: ach been diſcerned by them, 
" ? har1 row often come to pale, 

2-4 fall 42lire tim oufty to conti- 
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der, Whar t multicude of nilies there 
have been, whercinchere ha” wr been any, 
which have had either th? ry, or conh= 
dence to Pay, &x Fermpore Y Aw many 
of rhem, which have ha the ability, and 
confi.'e nce to pray hetore their wn Families 
up-n the vifitng of Frienc's, or (uch like ſmall 
excuſes have often omitted this dury for (eve- 
ral dates toperher, to the gteat damage of 
cheir Families, And how many Families 
1pon the abſence, fickneſs, or death of ſuch 
perſons. have for wanc of Forms, lived pray- 
erleſs for ſeveral weeks, or months, 1f not the 
oreaielt part oftheir life; [carce ufing a grace 
before or after meat, Wheredy the Lord 
knows how many Families have been utcerly 
ruined, 

Moreover, I ſhall defire them ſertoully to 
Conhcer the inconveniencies, which many 
audicours of ex tempore Prayers, have been 
nſually expoſed ro, 8, How oft very many 
of them, not underſtanding their obſcure 
words, phraſes, metaphorical expreſſions, ec. 
hav: heen forc't (as St. Pax! long fince obs 
ſerved among the Corinthians, boaſting of 
their great gifrs,and profound wiſdom,count 
ing Y. Paw!'s Preaching and Praying, mean 
ard deſpicable, in compariſon of cheirs) to 
return Barbarians, deprived of the pony 

| 0 
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s to promote Pay? 1 
of {ending1 to Heaven their heatty Ames 
to what tacy ve beard, 2ly, How ofc ve- 
ry many, elr y liftaing after,or over curi- 
onſ)y taking of their new words, phra - 
ſes, © c., orel y reaſon of ths exrempo- 
rift's apparent mittakes, inadvertencies, fears, 
PreclPitcances,Cc, have been very much hin- 
dred in their devotions &o cheir great damage, 
if not utter rnige of their immortal Souls, 
And after all theſe things ex rexypore prayers 
are 10 every reſpect meer Forms © their au* 
C!TOrs, tet own phancy, and invention; yea, 
and the Sp.ricof God (which chey ſuppoſe to 
diyell within them) being as much limired, 
Ot /: tinted to the oros, phraſes, merhcd , and 
matter of thoſe ex tempore Prayers, a3 Tothe 
worcs, phraſes, methcd, and matter of other 
FOLmS- 

203. If by reaſon of the 1i1 opinion they 
ive of Forun themſelves, I-ſhall dehre chem 
[Cr10U ully oO Conlider - whetaer it be nor & 
very un 2alonnvle, nd {inful thing to Ima - 
oine that God thc -uld command the Jews to 
uſe Forme ; hat the Propher David (ſhould 
comp-yle Forms for his own uſe, andthe uſe 
of che Temple, Tha: the Propher Hoſea ſhould 
czmmand all I/ract to trke words with them, 
121 they confeiled their (10s, and asked par- 
don ic: chem. Tiat ou: Savicur thould erve 
AUC 
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ſach complear Form to his. iſciples updn' . 
rheifirequeſts char many che.fands of holy 
Martyrs, and deyour Sainrs,. hould from age 
to age conſtantly uſe our Saviours Forn:;. and 
make daily uſe of other Forms compoſed by 
themſelves or others, if they were notbene- 
ficial and neceflary for us, and rather furthe- 
rances, than hinderances to our Devotion. 
And more over, I ſhall deſire them ſeriouſly 
ro Conhider, whether we have not juſt canſe 
ro ſand amazed ar the tnconfiderate pre- 
ſumption of choſe,who with mnch confidence 
endeavour to perſwade the People,that Forms 
do hinder the operation of Gods Spirit upon 
their heares, whereas they never did,or could 
alledge any good reaſon, or plain proof of 
Scripture for this their confidence ; But on 
the cther fide, not only Sr. James doth re- 
commend unto us in our mirth the ſinging of 
Pſalmes, which certainly he never would 
have done, had they been any cauſe of 
quenching the Spirit of God, Bur St. Pax! 
Epbeſ.5.18,19. doth cell us, that we ſhould 
be filled wich the Spirit, ſpeaking ro our ſelves 
in Pſalmes, and Hymns, and Spiricual Songs, 
finging and making melody in our hearts. ro 
the Lord ;. And moreover, St. John in his 
Revelations ( Chap, 14. 3, and 15. 3. and 
elſe-where) endeavouring to Reyeal unto 
| us 
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us rhe. Spiric.  elighcs, Seri 
the Heavenl;. tHofts, beſore rh | 
the Lamb, coutd find no berter thing tore» 
ſembte chem to,than thoſe Spiritual Raprures 
which the Saints here enjoy,in finging ro their 
\ Heavenly Father. Now Pialmes,whch chey 
are ſungy are dquble Formes, wherein we are 
bound to ſerve no only a juſt number of 
Syllables in every live, bur alſo a more accu- 
rate, and difficulc form of tunes, or ſoundes ; 
and if the Spiric of God doth Manifeſt his 
moſt powerful operations in theſe, certainly 
ir can'c be imagined, that he bath leſs liberty 
to work upon our affzRions, when we are 
confin'd only toa Form of Words, which is 
farr the eahier Form of the two. 
If raere bz any,that can harden their bearts 
againſt the force of theſe Conſiderations, .* 
O Blefled Jeſu! by thine Agony and 
Bloody Swear,which chou did(t ſuffer in thoſe 
moſt fervenc Prayers of thine, wherein chou 
didft Thrice uſe the ſame words, do thou 
conſt:ain them to confeſs, that often to uſe 
the ſame words in our Prayers doth rather 
promotes than hinder the fervency of a de» 
vout Soul, or the operations of the Spirit of 
Supplicetions 
219. ]: they, who are againſt our Publick 
Praycrs, in particular, for the daily uſe of 
Familics, 


TOR 1 , 
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Families of private Perſonsy'twould but di- | 
ligencly peruſe* them, and 'injparrially com-. 
pare them with cheir own of daily extempory 
Prayers of any other perſon, or with any 
ocher Printed Forms ; I queſtion not, bur 
they will be ſoon convinced, that whatſoever 
they do, or can daily ſay 3 the ſence thereof 
is plainly comprehended in our Publick- 
daily-Prayers ; and conſequently, that (as I 
ſaid ar fi:Rt) none can be more ſuitable for 
our daily uſe than choſe; Provided onely 
char Sinzle or Particular Perſons uſe the 
Singular for che Plural Number, and inftead 

of Sr, Chryſeſtom's Prayer, they may uſe this 
" Prayer in the Singular Number, 


Almighty God , who haſt promiſed tokear 
the petitions of them, that as; in thy Sous 
Name ; ] beſcech thee mercifnlly to mcline 
thine ears to me that have made now my Pray- 
#rs and ſupplications unto T hee '! and grant that 
thoſe things which I have faithfully ashed ac- 
cording 10 thy will, may eff eflually be chtained 
zo the relief of my neceſſity, and to the ſetting 
forth «f thy Glory ; through Jeſus Chrift oxr 
Lord. 
Or any of the other Prayers after the 
Com munion-Service, 


The 


? "on! $0 
« $: 
.* »4 A 
= 
*f> ty 
- o o 


13 ans to promote Prety. rM 


The pron+4-ncing of Abſoliitions , and 
- Beneditions Aiithoratively, God hath ap- 
propriaced co the Miniſters of his Word, as 
their peculiar Prerogarive; and therefore no 
other perſons etther in Families or elſe-where 
ought ro arrogute that Power unto them+- 
ſelves; yet, 1 deny nor, but thac othef 
perſons _ uſe them in an Oprative-way, 
defi:ing God to pardon or bleſs either chem- 
ſelves, children, or friends, &c, 

Laſtly, for ſome extraordinary Caſes any 
vtivace Family, or Perſon may frame or pro- 
cure (uch ſet Forms as may be moi ſuicable 
co cheir preſerc condition, which they may 
uſe with their dally Prayers, as long as thoſe 
ſpecial emergencies laſt, according to the 
cutom of our Church in the time of Fa- 
mine, Peſtiience, Warr, and upon the Te- 
ceipr of ſome {ignzl mercy, &c. 

Bur beſides onr conflanc motning and 
evenins Sfrifices of Prayer, there be ſeve- 
zal ocher times, wherein it highly concern? 
every particular .perſon to make his private 
aidirefizs ro che Throne of Grace ; the 
emiſhon of winch hath certainly proved che 
ugd:< ing overs many, and unleſs we here ' 
reform, as well aSinthe other, we have as 
jiccle reaſon to expe& the ſafety of our 
Souls, a5 Ley of their Bodies, who will tint 
chem- 
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theinſelve co Two meales a da, , and will 

nat our of thofe times caſte any thing, though 

their dodics ſtand in never ſo great need, 

Of thele private Devorions, ſome may be 
conſtant, and {ume occafional, the conflant 
are thoſe which are co be performed every 
Morning as ſoon as we awake, and every 
Night immediately before we go to ſleep, 
repeactvg ſeriouſly,and incencly in our minds 
either the Lord's Prayer, or (ome ſhort eja+ 
cltlarion befarting rhe ſeaſon, 

Occaſional Devorions are thoſe which are 
to be pe:tormed upon any ſudden xccidenty 
wich betfailzth us, cichzr by Night, or by 
Day, Yizs As ſoon as we perceive any 
afflition rexdy co befal us, or wheniti 
come upon us, 

Oc! preſently upon rhe receipt of ſome 
v'ear, an uncxp:Red mercy-in mind; body, 
or eftare: Or whenſoever we ſhall per- 
ceive the Devil putting inco our mirids any ' 
wick: d choughts, tempring us either direly 
not co fear or love God, as we ought to do z 
or 1ndireftly, by perſwading us- either to 
omar, or {li2htly to run over our datly Prays 

=Cr$, Or to oOm.tirhe daily hearing, or reading 

of che holy Scriptures ; or either not at all, 

or without due preparation to receive the ' 

holy Sacraent of che Lords Supper ; ot 
B 
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nor'ts Boy ar and obey the King 3 of- Bot £6 
{n>'7:ir our ſelves to all out "Governours, 
Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors, and Maſters ; or 
POL 530 iove, Fonomry and fuccour our natu- 
r21 Parenrs; of nor to order our ſelves low= 
ly *nd reverently, to alloir berters; orto 
n-cle:t our duty, towards our Children, 

Servants, &'c» or co be proudgto Swear raſh» 

ly, Curſe, Lye, Stander, to Cover, Chear, 
Steal, ro be Prodigal, Wanton, Lactvious g 
to Eat, Drink, Sleep, or rake our Pleaſure 
excetiively, &'c. 

Luttly, as ſoon as ever we are conſcious to 
our ſelves, that we hve commirred any of 
thele, or tne like Sins, in. I hovgtt, Word, or 
J)eed. 

And upon all rheſe, or the like eccafions 
(to rhe urmoſt of aur Power, uſeing all other 
— 2: duties; which we know to be ne- 
celiary or exyedienr for us, Without which, 
our devour wy” Prayersy and moſt fervent eja- 
crlarons may not only bY unproficable, but 

mretul to. us, and abomigabic by che fight: 
Gf -f God) we nay eirher cecire 10 ſome private 
Piace, or Cloſer, azd, with 2n audible voice 
p:onounce, or ele (if that c2nnct convents 
ently "5e done) eicherin our Beds, of at our 
Tables, orin our (hops, or whereſoever We 
22, WE may in our minds only, devouil 7, 2:4 
ſe: yenuly 
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xvently reyeac only the whole T.afds Prayer * 
7 any one Fecicion of 1c, of any other ſmall 
*4culaon moſt ſuirable to the oOccation, and 
every ſuch ejaculation (imitziing our Saviout 
In his moſt fervent Praver immediarely bee 
Fore he Was to drink the bitter Cup cf his © 
Paſſion) we mig: repeats ro of three times, 
or oftner, and at every repetition endesvour 
more and mc:e to Kkindic, and inflame our 
affetions, Be 
In the Second place, Let us conſtantly 
hear or read the buly Scriptures with our ' 
Morning ani Evening Prayers, as well in 
Private as Publick z wherein likewiſe we 
ſhould obſerve the Publick method, where 
we have the holy Scripcures, nor only mot 
excellently iorerwoven with our Priyers, with 
which we are to begin, and end our Spiritnal 
meals, bur alſo appointed to be read after 2 
moſt exa& regular manner, beſides ſeveral 
ſele4 portions thereof, molt properly befir- 
ting certain ſeaſons of the year, Amon? 
the Apocryphal Leſlons, there be very Few(ift 
any) that can be excepred agzinft, burif any 
mill hot be perſnaded toread them in their 
Families, they may inſtead thereof read any 
other Lefſons, eirher our of the Old Tefta» 
ment, of Apocrypha. Pee 
If there be any among ns, Who do fancys 
B 2 Gat 
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tha theis worldly cares, and employme 
will in the day of Judymenc ſufficiently + 
cuſe them, for not ſpending daily ſo muc 
cOme in holy Duties, as cur Publick Service 
doth require ; ſuppoling that a litcle (hott 
Prayer every Morning and Evening with 2 
Sermon or two every Sunday, 1s as much as 
they do necd, or God doth require 0 
raem. 

1 ihall defre them ſeriouſly to Conſider. 
1. Whether chey do nor daily ſpend as much, 
if not more time 1cly, if not finfully, than 
that comes to? if ſo, then let them ask their 
own Conſciences, whether they will not be 
incxcuſable 1a the latt day, =» 

2/5, If God dorh require ſome part of 
every day whereln we ought ſolemnly to 
Worthip him, which is conſented to both 
by che practice and jadgment of all Nations; 
« hether he doth nocat leaſt requie one hour, 
In twenty four, if not one bour In ſeven &c- 
co:ding ro the proportion of one day 1n (e-- 
ven e by 

315, Whether 1t he nor a very unreaſonable, 
and uvgraretul thing not to allow God and 
our Souls an bour or rwo on our Working- 
daies, whereas God alloweth us on his holy- 
day ſeveral hours for works of neceſſity and 
me:cy for our bodies ; and whereas by too 
many 


” fon . 
P 
; 


Means to promote Plty 


many ſad experiences we plainly ſee, that cur 
Souls do daily and In as great need of ho- 
ly-ducie*, as on Sun- dies our bodies of 
works of neceſſicy and mercy. 

4ly. Whecher we can ſpend leſs than an 
hour daily in holy-duties, anJ whether the 
reading of rhe boly Scriprures thereto, be nor 
25 neceſſary, as Prayers, fince the Lord did 
ſtritly charge Foſbua Chap. i. $. That tte 
book of the Liv ſhould not depart our of his 
mouth, bur he ſhould medicare therein day 
and night, thar he mivhe obſerve 'to do 
accordins to all thar is wri:ren therein ; 
Whic1 command, { though it was given -to 
Joſh:ain particular, yer) may as certainly ob= 
lige all perſons in general, as that promile, 
I will never leave thee nor forſake thee (wh > 
Was given to him at the ſame rime Chap. 1.5.) 
doch belonz unto all true Chrittians, 2s it 15 
applye3, by the Apoltle, Heb. 13+5. And 
King David that ſweet finger of 1/r4el in 
the very firlt beginning of his Pſalmes,pro- 
NOuncer b a bleſſing upon him, thac walkerh 
norin the counſel of che ungoIlv, &c. But 
his delight is in the Law of the Loyd.and m his 
Law doth meditate dxy and wht, ard h: 
ſhall be like a tree planted by the r vers of Wa- 
fer, that brin *ger> fort h's Fruit in aut [ea 
ſen his leaf alſo o ſhall not wither ava wh. tſotver 


hc 
i 


., Means ta promote Piety; 
- dab all proſper, but on the other id, 
by way of 0ppolition be callechrhoſe un« | 
ly, thar do nor meditate in the Law of Goa 
_ pats »/0 ht, ani (Meweth, that they thall 

- x pariakers of rhote bletines, but are liks 
(he cha”, &c. 

Aud c:rain'y, nothin? more or better 
can be exprefizd by tne, tongues ct Mcn, ta 
perſwade, and preis us 10a corfint [2£aC1ngy, 
hearing, ana mediating tn the word of God, 
chan what the Spirit of £64 hath ſard by 
Kine $9/:2425n the witelt of Mien, 3 1D Ne nine 
firtt Chapters of is P: overs, There are ſe- 
veral other * Clip acez of the like narn oe whic! 
| ſhall forbear to 4901 dis th:ie alread) 
eds a New o { HF :JEC LO 7VINCE a; _— 
rious unde: Randing Ch Big ot rhe n celliry 
of Un!s duty, They wio full perhfl LG NC2 = 
zect che daily performance core , {t2nd 
More in end of our oatiy P:ayers, ihz 
Aroumevrs, Wherefore ler all 20: dChrifiians 
P29 tinto God. to open their eyes, and to 
o've them 72Pentarce, that the nodle Beye 
eas wh”, ſearched the Scripiures daily, 
and rho'e many nou anGs « £ Marijrs, and 
pious Chrifiians, which have ſer 2 Part every 
Morne, and Evenins ag muc 2 Or MA7e tie 
for ho'y Duries,- than our P ublick-Service 
dota rcauire; Riſe not vp 16 JL :dgment 
| 3S4int 


Mb pete eff. © 
* - egrinſ} they in thar * ag Tribu 
When they ſhail les mined by the, 
'ly Scriptures, which they nu fo lice , 
vard, and ſeldom take notice of. 
They who ſomecimes bave ſuch extraordt- 
nary occaſions, cha: will nor permic them co 
ſpend ſo much time in their wonted Devo- 
tions, may read the Prayers with che Pſalms, 
and one Chapter ouly ; - If they can'c do 
ſo, they may with the Prrye: s read the 
Pſairaes, cr one or tWo Pſaimes, and the 
Epiit: e, 07 Gn (pel appoin: ed tor thac weeks. 


bur at leati (without —— ceceflity) F 


would have rhem ſ{erioully; and devourly ſays 
the Lords Prayer, the Creed, and che Ten 
Commancments,which certainly may bedcn2 
in ſo ſhort a tims, that I cannor ſee how 
many perions can excuſecke omiſſion thereof, 
excepr ic be (as I ſaid). inceſe of inevicable 


neceſlity ; but as ſoon as thoſe urgent OCCR= 


ions are over, queſttonleſs, it doth beceme 
us to Redeem our holy-time by reading 
over to Scriptures, which we then omite 
ted. 
As we ought to pray oftentimes, as well 
our ofy 23 in our ſer ſeaſons, ſo certainly ought 
we at other time$to read, near, lezrn, reach, 
or mediate inthe ho!y 'Scriptures ;- for (as 


vt Peter ſnewe. hy in his ſecond Epiſtle Chap. 
t.) Ic 


hi.-4.._ 


al 


7: hed' 1r 

© truth of r2em, it we emaſſ add to'our 
F aith Vertue, and to Vermwe#Knowlcdor, 
and to Knowledge Temperance yz and © 
Temperance Patience, and to Patience 
Godlineſs,and ro Godlineſs Brotherly-kind- 


ncſs, and to Bro: herly-kindneſs Charity, that 


we {ſhould not be hatren nor frvitleſs 11 the 
knowledoe of our Lord and Savicur Jeſus 
Chrit, And for this end (3s he fheweth 


Perſe 15.) Iris neceſſary that we have theſe 


things always in remembrance,and(as he fure 
ther ſhewerh Chap. 3.2.)we ſhould often call 
to mind the Woros, and Commandments c| 
tie Prophets and Apoſtles ; which may be 
done by often repeating in our minds, either 
the Creed, or Ten Commandmen:s, which 
ae the ſumm of the Law, and the Goſpel ; 


þ o: ſome other ſentences of Scrip:u;e, which 


we find ro-have mcſt influence upon us, oftire 
vp our Pure minds to perform cur duty to- 
ward- God, our 'ſelves, znd onr netehbour. 
VW : ich bath been the Practice of the Saints 
of all zger, who a}moſt tn 21] times an1 pia- 
ces would have intheir minds the Lords Pray- 
e:gor Creed or TI enCommandments,or ſcrne 
other portieno! Scripture, which they would 
oet by kezrt for that end, and that thy y might 
tae 


n they might de moſt'6b 
fretr, And linear. beſos 
why we ſhould vmir the uſe of theſe wieans, "yt 
Which they counted ſo benefiviaF-and ne- Ko 
ceſſary, to pur them in remembrance of - che 
Word of God. Tamfwre,” that they en 
thouſand uumes-berter, than thoſe wantomhy. | 
laſcivious, and prophane PiQures , "and" 
Rhyms, which do abound. nor *only/ 28 _ 
Taverns, and Inos, but: alfo44n many pri-* 
vate Houſes. da 

In. the laſt place, ler us'take care ,*not 
only char the | holy Sacramenc of Bap» 
tiſm be duly obſerved, but likewiſe that we 
worthily receive rhe boly Sacrament of che 
Lords Supper, at leaft a8" ofcen as ic 1s ap- 
pointed by Publick Aurhotiry, © And in ordet + # 
to out due preparation for” our worthy -Te- 
ceiving, 1 am' perſwaded * that there cin 
be no berter means, than ſeriouſly and 
diligently to read over the Communte 
on Service every time before our receiv» 
109, 
Thoſe who refuſe wholly to receive this 
Sacrament, I ſhall defire ſeriouſly ro conſt» 
der, 1.\V herher cher Conſciences do not of- 
cencimes 


Nelr Id» £ 
. <llingre(s, (par 
as ARK worldly imploy: 
Ae pare themſelve;; or ele from #loathneſs 
a" examineand throughly co kn), whac fin- 
kullives they le3d;, and co forſake taeir gains 
fuland pleaſant l1os, and co live according 
2. the Rxicy. apd-boly rules of Chiiftianicy ; 
a0d if cheſghe ther, reafons, (as I fear they 
be: tbe only. reaſons. even gf choſe, who 
end-- to. abſtain from a fear of UNWOre 
ady. receiving ) then let them jud doe whe- 
"ther theic-caſe be not very (ad, and davge- 

Tous. 

- »2{/J, Taat-they .who for fear of unwor- 
ghy receiving abliain, may as well upon the 

{ame 2ccount altogether leave off praying, 
of. reading, and heating the koly Scripture, 
far choſe duties. may be performed unwor- 
thily; neither dage T. (free boſe chat pray, 
and Fear, or read;the noly Scripture unware 
thily, from che-pumiſhmenc duc co the un- 
worthy receivers of uais Sacrament; and 
beſides, I wonder how any dare to harbour 
any ſuch fear, whereas God hajh plainly told 
us, that he doth not require of us moregthan 
we are able to do by- the due, and conftanr 
uſe of the ordinary means, which be hath 
afforded us ; which 15, as if we ſhould cell 
G00, 


'» «.._ nnot do, tr! 
© 


To T* 
_4aNs "T1 a. o Sp. 
31, That our Saviour d nb cools Vo : 
expreſly, (St John 6. 53-) Verily,werily, 1 ſay 
wnto you, except you ext the fleſhy of the Son of 
Mas, and drin; his blood, you have no life uw 
you ; From whence we may :Hinly 'gather, 
Thar all Chriſtians upon the peril of, loo 
fing E:eroal Life, are ' bound to prepare 
rhemſelyes ſo, as to be fit, or worthy ta 
reccive the thinge ſignified in the Sarge 
ment, which cercainly Wwe can never dog 
unleſs we be worthy to receive the Signs. . 
Bur our Saviour (St, L»ke 22. 19) doth 
alſo charge us to receive the Signs, adding 
chereunro the reaſon of his InjunRion, ſay» 
inzs Do this in Remembrance of me : 
Shnewing, that rhe © :ward fignes of Bread 
and Wine, bei»: rhints obvious to our 
Senſes, and fit © :mblances._ or lively 
Pigures of his Bo and Blood, would 
be very oreat hefp I" cO biitie fo 
our memory, AuG ! 's as lively 'ap- 
prebenſions of what he had done; and 
ſ\uffered for us2 and how can ary perſons 
precend to keep tion his Sacratnent 
throueh renderneſs of Conſcience, or feag 
of offending God by unworthy receiving, 
ſecing chey make no Conſcience of break- 
| | ing 


i riegeexprels Command ,' . 

.-,, at aff 4 ** mic the uſe of choſe 

4 mexr which 'be thought neceſſary for our 

+» Spiticyal eating and drinking bis Body, 

-/7© > and Blood, which he hatch enjoyned us to 

= do..upon peril of looling Erernal Salya- 
tion r _ | | 

4ly. Thatin the Sacrament of ths Lords 
Supperz, We .renew our Bapriſmal Cove- 
nant, Which by our AQtuai Sins we have 
broken, and by refuling ro renew ic in 
this Sacrament, we do, as it were, wholly 
renounce ir, and ſo forfeit all the Pri- 
viledges of a Chriltian in this World , 
he World ro come. 

Finally, ] (hall earneſtly requeſt all E:- 
ghſb Subjeas ſeriouſly ro Conſider, whe - 
ther they do not eat and dtinck Damnati- 
on co. themſelves, rhat receive this Sacra- 
ment afrer any manner contrary to our 
Soveralgn's lavfyl command, ſecing that 
in their very magnet of receiving ic, they 
commit te fin diſobedience to their | 
Governours, which -cercainly will render 
them unworthy Communicancs, 

And if (o, then afluredly ic muſt needs 
be the ſafelt way, (eſpecially, for render 
Conſciences) to receive it after the man- 
ner appointed by Pablick Authozity, It 

| being 


- g"% 
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eans to promate Piety; "#: | 


fernin, , at there-i- —_— chere= 
.9- required _ Gontrre pes q of 
God, 


Glory be to the Father, and to the * Pa 
ard to "bs Holy Ghoſt, 


As it was i the begomug; is now, and 
ever (hall be, world without end, 


AMEN, 


Fed. 1t. 2669. 


